THE ABLATIVE ABSOLUTIE

FORMATION:
1. The ABLATIVE ABSOLUTE is composed of two major elements that make up a phrase or
independent clause.
a. alNOUN (or PRON.) + PARTICIPLE in the ABLATIVE case
b. a NOUN (or PRON.) + a NOUN (or PRONOUN) in the ABLATIVE case
2. The Ablative Absolute is not grammatically related to any other word in the main clause.
(“Absolute” meaning “free from.”)
3. Note that the two words that make up the ABLATIVE ABSOLUTE must be in the ABLATIVE

case and have the same number (sing. or pl.).

TRANSLATION;

o The ABLATIVE ABSOLUTE can be used to show the situation of an action that has occurred
1. prior (PERFECT PARTICIPLE) to the main clause
2. at the same time (PRESENT PARTICIPLE) as the main clause

o The translation of the Ablative Absolute depends entirely upon context.

SITUATION #1 ® Noun + Noun
e.g., CAESARE DUCE  Literally, “with Caesar [as] the general”

SITUATION #2 ® Noun + Pres. Act. Participle
e.g., LUCIO LABORANTE Literally, “with Lucius working”
Loosely: Present Participle — supply “while” or “as”
While Lucius was working . . .

SITUATION #3 ® Noun + Perf. Pass. Participle
e.g., ME CAPTO Literally, “with me (having been) caught”
Loosely: Perfect Participle — supply “after,
Since I was captured . ..

» ¢« _*

» « »
simce, or because

NB: Situation #3 is probably the most common; the Romans liked making ABLATIVE ABSOLUTE
from the last principal parts of verbs.

Examples:
1. aedificio ardente, liberT matrésque € fenestris clamabant.
Literal:

Loose:

2. libris lectis, magister multas litteras scripsit.
Literal:

Loose:



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

PRACTICING ABLATIVE ABSOLUTIES

DIRECTIONS: Translate these Latin phrases into English phrases.

comite non reveniente
Cogidubnoé laudato

amicis collectis

pueris pugnantibus

té dormiente

mendace numquam accusatd
Caesare vehementer interfecto
militibus meta superatis
osculis bene acceptis

ill6 facinore facto

hospitibus silentium frangentibus

arct tandem exstructo
beneficio nobis ostento
carminibus suaviter cantatis
Elizabeta regina

me paucos 10cOs narrante
heredibus senem honorantibus
facibus ardentibus

gemitibus draconis auditis
urbe annd decimd capta
testibus diu tacentibus

mille navibus in undis visis
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23. matre patreque dolore lacrimantibus.......coccceeiieiiiniinii e
24. 1ussis legatOrum datls e

25.t0t0 regnd GAUAENTE et e

DIRECTIONS: Translate these English phrases into Latin ablative absolutes.

1. Since (our) son is pleasantly helping .....ccccceeeeueieieeiiieieeeeeececceceeeeeeeeee e
2. When Romulus had been King — cooviiiiccc e
3. As the sailors are greedily drinking .....ccoeeeeeeiiiiiiiiicce e
4. While I was swiftly fleeing oo
5. After (her) life had been freely GIVen.....cocueueueueuiieiciciceccccccccc e
6. Because the speeches have been badly Written .....c.cceeeiuiiiiiiiicicc e
7. Once the report had been carefully read......coovvverernininirrrees s
8. As the danger is NOW apProaching ....ccoeeeeveeivirirrerr s
9. Since (our) enemies are Yielding  .o.cccceeieiiiieieecc e

10. Because the DOOK Rad Deen STOLEI  eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ettt et e et e e eteeeeeeeeeeeeeesaeessaeeseneeesanneens



26.

27.
28.
29.
30.

Lucinda mea uxore

vobis liberis

cohortibus tacité incedentibus
captivis € carcere liberatis
salute populi servata

......................................................................................................

......................................................................................................

......................................................................................................

......................................................................................................

DIRECTIONS: Translate these Latin phrases into English phrases.
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amica responsum pié exspectante
auro argentoque feliciter inventis
basiis suaviter datis

custode solo misso

effigiebus barbare agentibus
exercitl tuté procedente

fidé plené refecta

frigore hiemis sens6

gente atrociter interfecta

. hospitibus semper excedentibus

. 1aculis ab inimicis captis

. impedimento a servis lato

. imperio a concilio dato

. ingenio in puella reperto

. nitio in proelio acto

. iudiciis post spectaculum auditis

. labris oratoris (gen.sg.) clausis

. liberis non venientibus

. lucro in exsilio quaesito

. monstris a venefica lectis

. nuntio ad stadium misso

. odio ab beneficio domito

. officiis cum gaudio actis

. oppido propter decretum petito

. ostiis tablini clausis

. ostio sepulchri clauso

. otio in harena spectaculoque acto
. pomis de arboribus captis

. pretio belli a senatoribus probato
. principio historiae Romae narrato
. proeliis a colonis visis

. regno in silentio occupato

. remedio a medico facto et a puella BIDito c.ceoeeeeireninini s
. rostris praemiis belli 0rnatis (t0 deCOTate) ...c.cueuurineeecueuriririccerrcce e
. rupe longé iacta

. sacrificio Mercurio facto

. saxis ad inimicis iactis

. scelere acriter profecto

. sepulchro ab inimicis regni rapto
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40. servis corpora SepelientiDUS oo
41. silentio verbis POEtarum fracto oot
42. spectaculis ab tOto POPULO VISIS i
43. suppliciis @ captivis latls e
44. tecto NOVO POSt eXILIUM LEMPLL FACTOcuvuiuimiuimiiiiiicieiecceceee e
45.verbis populo diCtis e
46. vinculis a Captivo SOIULIS o
47.vino 2 concilio DIDIt0 e
48.vino cum studio DIDIto e
49. vitiis Graecorum ROMANIS MONSTIALIS. .cvevereuerirerierereireerereseeseseesesetstsseseseseseesesesesesessesesestnssssenenssssses
50. vobis laborare nolentibus e

DIRECTIONS: Translate these English phrases into Latin ablative absolutes.

11. After the box was fiercely opened .......oooiieieieiiieiciieeee e
12. Since (our) enemies are YIEIdING  oovoeeieeeieirieieieicieeee e
13. Because the book had been stolen ..o
14. While Apollo was standing NEAr YOU ......uccccueuiiririiciciniriiccieece e
15. Once war has been waged in [taly ....coeueieirieieieiccc e

DIRECTIONS: Translate these Latin phrases into English phrases.

1. ludo ob diluvium clausd e
2. corde venenis INfECIO e
3. currli trans arvum VOIULO e
4. AUQUSEO LIMPEIATOIE  eceeereeecetere et a st e sttt s et a st e enen
5. corpore regis in sepulchrum Jatd  .o.ccceeiiiiiicc e
6. vinculis circum captivim SOIULTS  .vovveueueieieieicieicieieccec e
7. mercatore extra Romam habitante ...
8. paucis fabulls mihi NArratls oo
9. pecunia pro familils MOrtUBIUM QUAESITA ..cueevvreiriuciereiriieicieretee e snns
10. Elissabeatad Prima re@iNd = oo

DIRECTIONS: Translate these English phrases into Latin ablative absolutes.

16. Since (our) son is pleasantly helping .....coceeeveueieieeiiieieeieeeeeceeeeeeeceeeeeee e
17. When Romulus was KINg oo
18. As the sailors are greedily drinKing .......coeeueueieieieieieieiceeeeecee e
19. While I was swiftly fleeing oo
20. After (her) life had been freely GIVen.....cccccieiiiiiiiiccccccececceee e
21. Because the speeches were badly Written....ccvccueciiiiiiiiice e
22. Once the report had been carefully read.......cccoeoeveveveninininninni e
23. As the danger i NOW apProaching .....cccovcvcvcrerererenenininine ettt
24. Since the water was sweetly refreshing .......cocococoeeeeiiiniiiniiieee e
25. Lord Willing e

DIRECTIONS: Translate these phrases into English. (Other words have been added for a little extra
zing.)
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poculd plené expleto
castris nostris relictis
1116 infante appellato
magnd bello fortiter gestd

med furore denique placato

causa alia credita
venend atroci bibitd
tota classe rursum pulsa
his piratis acriter punitis

. multa fame sensa

. hoc itinere celeriter facto
. voluntatibus tuis cognitis
. corpore Caesaris tectd

. parvis oppidis oppugnatis
. magna urbe bene recta

. omnibus nuntiis missis

. hac gente discedere coacta
. Inopia pecuniae inventa

. malis ducibus traditis

. illis custodibus monitis



Ablative Absolutes Worksheet

(with a little Marius vs. Sulla action thrown in just for fun)

DIRECTIONS: Translate these Latin sentences into literal but fluid English.

1. Romanis ducibus Iugurtham non superantibus, Senatus Marium bellum in Africa perficere iussit.

2. Tugurtha auxilié Sullae victd, Marius rursum ad Italiam processit ut Germanos prohiberet.

3. Centurionibus milités defendere urbem exercentibus, Marius “consul” identidem factus est.

4. Omnibus rebus paratis, Marii legion@s tribis Germanas in duobus magnis proeliis vastaverunt.

5. Romana civitate pro aliis gentibus negata, socii Italiani contra Romam insurrexerunt.

6. Mario Sullaque exercituum dissimilium ducibus, bellum sociale per Italiam gestum est.

7. Roma onera belli ferente, Mithridates rex Ponti provinciam Asiam incurrebat.

8. Omnibus Romanis in Asia iusst regis interfectis, Senatus Sullam Mithridatem domare iussit.

9. Sulld in Graecia et Asia pugnante, Marius et Cinna et Popularés potestatem pro se in Roma céperunt.
10. Mario tempore septimd consule, multi Optimates (amici et socii Sullae) rapti et necati sunt.

11. Sulla ad Italiam rursum veniente, Marius ob dolorem acrem in capite su6 cecidit.

12. Cinna et ceteris Popularibus se pro impeta Sullae parantibus, Sulla et exercitus in Romam processit.
13. Inimicis Sullae proscriptis et interfectis, potestas Senatis et Optimatum refecta est.

14. Civibus iram Dictatoris timentibus, Sulla tute per vias in vesperd solus incedebat.

15. Corpore Sullae sepultd, haec verba in rupe scripta erant: “Nullus melior amicus, nullus peior

inimicus.”

GLOSSARY

exercére ® fo train, prepare

identidem ® adv. again and again
incedere ® ro walk, march

incurrere ® to invade, rush in
insurgere ® o rise up, rebel

onus, oneris, n. ® burden, labor, work



parare ® to prepare, ready

procedere ® to advance, march
prohibere ® ro stop, prevent, block
proscribere ® o proscribe, outlaw
rursum ® adv. back

septimus ® adj. seventh

superare ® ro overcome, defeat, succeed
timére ® ro fear

THE ABLATIVE ABSOLUTE: PRACTICE PROBLEMS

Practice I:
Translate the following Ablative Absolute phrases as literally as possible.

1. fabula narrata

2. vestimentis indatis

3. verbis dictis

4. ignibus exstinctis

5. rege loquente

Practice II:
Translate each of the following Ablative Absolute phrases literally and then loosely.

1. ventis tempestate agitatis,

2. litterTs sine mora scriptis,

3. cena celeriter sumpta,

Practice III:
Translate the following sentence into English.

Libris lectis, magister multas litteras scripsit.



lego, legre, legi, lectus, ro read

Additional Practice:

Translate the following phrases and sentences into English. Which of the following are ablative absolute
constructions?

1.  Amicus auditus . . .

2. Servuscaptus. ..

3. Nautae capti. ..

4. Servo fugiente . . .

5.  Liber lectus. . .

6.  Captivi currentes . . .

7. Hostibus oppressis . . .

8.  Periculd remoto . . .

9.  Opere confectd, viri domum missi sunt.

10. Librd alio scripto, auctor alium scribere coepit.

11. Media nocte ad amicum litteras portantes vénérunt.

12.  Servis liberatis, dominus suds filios laborare in agris iussit.



13. Rége crudeli interfectd, alii civés gaudié clamant, alii timore tacent.

14. His a imperatore dictis, turba in amphiteatro clamavit.

alio . . . alium, one/some. . . another/other
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