
THE ABLATIVE ABSOLUTE 
 
FORMATION: 

1. The ABLATIVE ABSOLUTE is composed of two major elements that make up a phrase or 
independent clause. 

a. a NOUN (or PRON.) + PARTICIPLE  in the ABLATIVE case 
b. a NOUN (or PRON.) + a NOUN (or PRONOUN) in the ABLATIVE case 

2. The Ablative Absolute is not grammatically related to any other word in the main clause.  
(“Absolute” meaning “free from.”) 

3. Note that the two words that make up the ABLATIVE ABSOLUTE must be in the ABLATIVE 
case and have the same number (sing. or pl.). 

 
TRANSLATION: 
• The ABLATIVE ABSOLUTE can be used to show the situation of an action that has occurred  

1. prior (PERFECT PARTICIPLE) to the main clause 
2. at the same time (PRESENT PARTICIPLE) as the main clause 

• The translation of the Ablative Absolute depends entirely upon context. 
 
SITUATION #1 • Noun + Noun 
e.g., CAESARE DUCE Literally, “with Caesar [as] the general”  
 
 
SITUATION #2 • Noun + Pres. Act. Participle 
e.g., LUCIO LABORANTE Literally, “with Lucius working” 
 Loosely:  Present Participle – supply “while” or “as” 
  While Lucius was working . . . 
 
SITUATION #3 • Noun + Perf. Pass. Participle 
e.g., ME CAPTO Literally, “with me (having been) caught” 
 

 Loosely:  Perfect Participle – supply “after,” “since,” or “because” 
  Since I was captured . . . 
 
NB:  Situation #3 is probably the most common; the Romans liked making ABLATIVE ABSOLUTE 
from the last principal parts of verbs. 
 
Examples: 
1.  aedificiö ardente, liberï matrësque ë fenestrïs clamäbant. 

Literal: 

Loose: 

 

2.  librïs lectïs, magister multäs litteräs scripsit. 

Literal: 

Loose: 

 



PRACTICING ABLATIVE ABSOLUTES 
 
DIRECTIONS:  Translate these Latin phrases into English phrases. 
 
1. comite non reveniente ...................................................................................................... 

2. Cogidubnö laudatö ...................................................................................................... 

3. amicïs collectïs ...................................................................................................... 

4. puerïs pugnantibus ...................................................................................................... 

5. të dormiente ...................................................................................................... 

6. mendace numquam accusatö ...................................................................................................... 

7. Caesare vehementer interfectö ...................................................................................................... 

8. militibus metü superatïs ...................................................................................................... 

9. osculïs bene acceptïs ...................................................................................................... 

10. illö facinore factö ...................................................................................................... 

11. hospitibus silentium frangentibus ...................................................................................................... 

12. arcü tandem exstructö ...................................................................................................... 

13. beneficiö nobis ostentö ...................................................................................................... 

14. carminibus suaviter cantatïs ...................................................................................................... 

15. Elizabetä reginä ...................................................................................................... 

16. me paucös iocös narrante ...................................................................................................... 

17. heredibus senem honorantibus ...................................................................................................... 

18. facibus ardentibus ...................................................................................................... 

19. gemitibus draconis auditïs ...................................................................................................... 

20. urbe annö decimö captä ...................................................................................................... 

21. testibus diu tacentibus ...................................................................................................... 

22. mille navibus in undïs visïs ...................................................................................................... 



23. matre patreque dolore lacrimantibus....................................................................................................  

24. iussïs legatörum datïs ...................................................................................................... 

25. totö regnö gaudente ...................................................................................................... 

 
DIRECTIONS:  Translate these English phrases into Latin ablative absolutes. 
 
1. Since (our) son is pleasantly helping .................................................................................................... 

2. When Romulus had been king ...................................................................................................... 

3. As the sailors are greedily drinking ...................................................................................................... 

4. While I was swiftly fleeing ...................................................................................................... 

5. After (her) life had been freely given.................................................................................................... 

6. Because the speeches have been badly written .................................................................................... 

7. Once the report had been carefully read.............................................................................................. 

8. As the danger is now approaching ...................................................................................................... 

9. Since (our) enemies are yielding ...................................................................................................... 

10. Because the book had been stolen ...................................................................................................... 

 



 
26. Lucindä meä uxore ...................................................................................................... 

27. vobis liberïs ...................................................................................................... 
28. cohortibus tacitë incedentibus ...................................................................................................... 
29. captivïs ë carcere liberatïs ...................................................................................................... 
30. salute populï servatä ...................................................................................................... 
 
DIRECTIONS:  Translate these Latin phrases into English phrases. 
 
1. amicä responsum pië exspectante ...................................................................................................... 
2. aurö argentöque feliciter inventïs ...................................................................................................... 
3. basiïs suaviter datïs ...................................................................................................... 
4. custode solö missö ...................................................................................................... 
5. effigiebus barbarë agentibus ...................................................................................................... 
6. exercitü tutë procedente ...................................................................................................... 
7. fidë plenë refectä ...................................................................................................... 
8. frigore hiemis sensö ...................................................................................................... 
9. gente atrociter interfectä ...................................................................................................... 
10. hospitibus semper excedentibus ...................................................................................................... 
11. iaculis ab inimicis captis ...................................................................................................... 
12. impedimento a servis lato ...................................................................................................... 
13. imperio a concilio dato ...................................................................................................... 
14. ingenio in puella reperto ...................................................................................................... 
15. initio in proelio acto ...................................................................................................... 
16. iudiciis post spectaculum auditis ...................................................................................................... 
17. labris oratoris (gen.sg.) clausis ...................................................................................................... 
18. liberïs non venientibus ...................................................................................................... 
19. lucro in exsilio quaesito ...................................................................................................... 
20. monstris a venefica lectis ...................................................................................................... 
21. nuntio ad stadium misso ...................................................................................................... 
22. odio ab beneficio domito ...................................................................................................... 
23. officiis cum gaudio actis ...................................................................................................... 
24. oppido propter decretum petito ...................................................................................................... 
25. ostiis tablini clausis ...................................................................................................... 
26. ostio sepulchri clauso ...................................................................................................... 
27. otio in harena spectaculoque acto ...................................................................................................... 
28. pomis de arboribus captis ...................................................................................................... 
29. pretio belli a senatoribus probato ...................................................................................................... 
30. principio historiae Romae narrato ...................................................................................................... 
31. proeliis a colonis visis ...................................................................................................... 
32. regno in silentio occupato ...................................................................................................... 
33. remedio a medico facto et a puella bibito ............................................................................................  
34. rostris praemiis belli ornatis (to decorate) ...........................................................................................  
35. rupe longë iactä ...................................................................................................... 
36. sacrificio Mercurio facto ...................................................................................................... 
37. saxis ad inimicis iactis ...................................................................................................... 
38. scelere acriter profectö ...................................................................................................... 
39. sepulchro ab inimicis regni rapto ...................................................................................................... 



40. servïs corpora sepelientibus ...................................................................................................... 
41. silentio verbis poetarum fracto ...................................................................................................... 
42. spectaculis ab toto populo visis ...................................................................................................... 
43. suppliciis a captivis latis ...................................................................................................... 
44. tecto novo post exitium templi facto....................................................................................................  
45. verbis populo dictis ...................................................................................................... 
46. vinculis a captivo solutis ...................................................................................................... 
47. vino a concilio bibito ...................................................................................................... 
48. vino cum studio bibito ...................................................................................................... 
49. vitiis Graecorum Romanis monstratis..................................................................................................  
50. vobis laboräre nolentibus ...................................................................................................... 
 
DIRECTIONS:  Translate these English phrases into Latin ablative absolutes. 
 
11. After the box was fiercely opened ...................................................................................................... 
12. Since (our) enemies are yielding ...................................................................................................... 
13. Because the book had been stolen ...................................................................................................... 
14. While Apollo was standing near you ...................................................................................................  
15. Once war has been waged in Italy ...................................................................................................... 
 
DIRECTIONS:  Translate these Latin phrases into English phrases. 
 
1. ludö ob diluvium clausö ...................................................................................................... 
2. corde venenïs infectö ...................................................................................................... 
3. currü trans arvum volutö ...................................................................................................... 
4. Augustö imperatore ...................................................................................................... 
5. corpore regis in sepulchrum latö ...................................................................................................... 
6. vinculïs circum captivum solutïs ...................................................................................................... 
7. mercatore extra Romam habitante ...................................................................................................... 
8. paucïs fabulïs mihi narratïs ...................................................................................................... 
9. pecuniä pro familiïs mortuörum quaesitä ............................................................................................  
10. Elissabeatä Primä reginä ...................................................................................................... 
 
DIRECTIONS:  Translate these English phrases into Latin ablative absolutes. 
 
16. Since (our) son is pleasantly helping ....................................................................................................  
17. When Romulus was king ...................................................................................................... 
18. As the sailors are greedily drinking ...................................................................................................... 
19. While I was swiftly fleeing ...................................................................................................... 
20. After (her) life had been freely given....................................................................................................  
21. Because the speeches were badly written.............................................................................................  
22. Once the report had been carefully read..............................................................................................  
23. As the danger is now approaching ...................................................................................................... 
24. Since the water was sweetly refreshing ................................................................................................  
25. Lord willing ...................................................................................................... 
 
DIRECTIONS:  Translate these phrases into English.  (Other words have been added for a little extra 
zing.) 
 



1. poculö plenë expletö ...................................................................................................... 
2. castrïs nostrïs relictïs ...................................................................................................... 
3. illö infante appellätö ...................................................................................................... 
4. magnö bellö fortiter gestö ...................................................................................................... 
5. meö furore denique placatö ...................................................................................................... 
6. causä aliä creditä ...................................................................................................... 
7. venenö atrocï bibitö ...................................................................................................... 
8. totä classe rursum pulsä ...................................................................................................... 
9. hïs piratïs acriter punïtïs ...................................................................................................... 
10. multä fame sensä ...................................................................................................... 
11. höc itinere celeriter factö ...................................................................................................... 
12. voluntatibus tuïs cognitïs ...................................................................................................... 
13. corpore Caesaris tectö ...................................................................................................... 
14. parvïs oppidïs oppugnätïs ...................................................................................................... 
15. magnä urbe bene rectä ...................................................................................................... 
16. omnibus nuntiïs missïs ...................................................................................................... 
17. häc gente discedere coactä ...................................................................................................... 
18. inopiä pecuniae inventä ...................................................................................................... 
19. malïs ducibus traditïs ...................................................................................................... 
20. illïs custodibus monitïs ...................................................................................................... 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Ablative Absolutes Worksheet 
 
(with a little Marius vs. Sulla action thrown in just for fun) 
 
 
DIRECTIONS:  Translate these Latin sentences into literal but fluid English. 
 
 
1. Romanïs ducibus Iugurtham non superantibus, Senatus Marium bellum in Africä perficere iussit. 

2. Iugurthä auxiliö Sullae victö, Marius rursum ad Italiam processit ut Germanös prohiberet. 

3. Centurionibus militës defendere urbem exercentibus, Marius “consul” identidem factus est. 

4. Omnibus rebus paratïs, Mariï legionës tribüs Germanäs in duobus magnïs proeliïs vastaverunt. 

5. Romanä civitate pro aliïs gentibus negatä, sociï Italianï contra Romam insurrexerunt. 

6. Mariö Sulläque exercituum dissimilium ducibus, bellum sociale per Italiam gestum est. 

7. Romä onera bellï ferente, Mithridates rex Ponti provinciam Asiam incurrebat. 

8. Omnibus Romanïs in Asiä iussü regis interfectïs, Senatus Sullam Mithridatem domäre iussit. 

9. Sullä in Graeciä et Asiä pugnante, Marius et Cinna et Popularës potestatem pro se in Romä cëperunt. 

10. Mariö tempore septimö consule, multï Optimatës (amicï et sociï Sullae) raptï et necatï sunt. 

11. Sullä ad Italiam rursum veniente, Marius ob dolorem acrem in capite suö cecidit. 

12. Cinnä et ceterïs Popularibus se pro impetü Sullae parantibus, Sulla et exercitus in Romam processit. 

13. Inimicïs Sullae proscriptïs et interfectïs, potestas Senatüs et Optimatum refecta est. 

14. Civibus iram Dictatoris timentibus, Sulla tutë per viäs in vesperö solus incedebat. 

15. Corpore Sullae sepultö, haec verba in rupe scripta erant: “Nullus melior amicus, nullus peior 

inimicus.” 

 
GLOSSARY 
 
exercëre • to train, prepare 
identidem • adv. again and again 
incedere • to walk, march 
incurrere • to invade, rush in 
insurgere • to rise up, rebel 
onus, oneris, n. • burden, labor, work 



paräre • to prepare, ready 
procedere • to advance, march 
prohibëre • to stop, prevent, block 
proscribere • to proscribe, outlaw 
rursum • adv. back 
septimus • adj. seventh 
superäre • to overcome, defeat, succeed 
timëre • to fear 

THE ABLATIVE ABSOLUTE:  PRACTICE PROBLEMS 
 
Practice I: 
Translate the following Ablative Absolute phrases as literally as possible. 
 
1. fäbulä narrätä   
 
2. vestïmentïs indütïs   
 
3. verbïs dictïs   
 
4. ignibus exstinctïs   
 
5. rege loquente   
 
 
Practice II: 
Translate each of the following Ablative Absolute phrases literally and then loosely. 
 
1. ventïs tempestate agitätïs,   

    

 
 
2. litterïs sine morä scriptïs,   

    

 
 
3. cenä celeriter sumptä,   

    

 
 
Practice III: 
Translate the following sentence into English. 
 
Librïs lectïs, magister multäs litteräs scripsit. 



legö, legre, lëgï, lectus, to read 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Additional Practice: 
Translate the following phrases and sentences into English.  Which of the following are ablative absolute 
constructions? 
 
1. Amïcus auditus . . .  

 

2. Servus captus . . . 

 

3. Nautae captï . . . 

 

4. Servö fugiente . . . 

 

5. Liber lectus. . .  

 

6. Captivï currentës . . .  

 

7. Hostibus oppressïs . . .  

 

8. Perïculö remötö . . .  

 

9. Opere cönfectö, virï domum missï sunt. 

 

10. Librö aliö scrïptö, auctor alium scrïbere coepit. 

 

11. Mediä nocte ad amicum litteräs portantës vënërunt. 

 

12. Servïs lïberätïs, dominus suös fïliös laböräre in agrïs iussit. 



 

13. Rëge crüdelï interfectö, aliï civës gaudiö clämant, aliï timöre tacent. 

 

14. Hïs ä imperatore dictïs, turba in amphiteatro clamävit. 

 

aliö . . . alium, one/some . . . another/other 
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